
Election Edition 

GET OUT AND VOTE 



Page 2 

The Burgee—October 2011 

 

1717 Ken Thompson Parkway 

Sarasota, Florida 34230 
Phone: 941-388-2355 Fax: 941-388-5524 

sss@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
www.sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

 

Manager: Craig Bridges 

(manager@sarasotasailingsquadron.org)  

Webmaster: Mike Halliday 

(webmaster@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

Maintenance Technician: Mark Schiffman 

(maintech@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

Burgee Editors: Jenifer & Mo Tamman

(burgee_editor@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

Board Members 
Commodore:  David Jennings (941-650-7354) 

 commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Vice Commodore: John Huber (941-650-7020) 

 vice_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Rear Commodore:  Bill Niblock 

 rear_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Treasurer:  Michelle Lee  

 treasurer@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Secretary:  Mike Halliday (941-388-1569) 

 secretary@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Race Captain:  Robert Miller (941-795-4646) 

 race_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Fleet Captain:  Sara Allen (941-224-9025) 

 fleet_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Regatta Director: Gregg Knighton 

 regatta_director@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Social:  Chris Ranney (941-586-0104) 

 social_coordinator@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Education: Scott McWilliams (941-412-3618) 

 eduction_coordinator@sarasotasailngsquadron.org 

N27º20'14" N27º20'14" --  W82º34'25"W82º34'25"

IMPORTANT 

There are two distinct ballots this 

year. 

The first concerns proposed 

changes to the squadron’s bylaws. 

The first ballot can be found on  

pages 5 and 6. 

After those ballots are tallied and 

approved by the board, the second 

ballot of board candidates will be 

tallied. The second ballot can be 

found on pages 7 and 8. 

Please follow the instructions on 

both ballots and sign both. 

* * * 

Candidate statements can be found on pages 3, 9, 

10 and 11. 

* * * 

The next edition of the Burgee will be published  

immediately after the Nov. 20th election. It will also 

return to the normal format with news about the 

club, racing, parties and other activities. 

And, of course, it will include the election winners. 

Commodore         David Jennings* 

Vice Commodore  Bob Miller* 

  Dave Ettinger 

Rear Commodore  Barry Millbourn 

Treasurer  Michelle Lee* 

Secretary  Mike Halliday* 

Fleet Captain  Sara Allen* 

Social Coordinator  Cassandra Roznos 

Education Coordinator  Scott McWilliams* 

  Laurel  Kaiser 

Race Captain  Debra St James 

Regatta Director  Donna Steele  

  

* Indicates incumbent 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
NOVEMBER 2011 — BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 As Presented September 19th, 2011 
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David  
Jennings 

Seeking  
re-election as  
Commodore 

 
I’ve been accused of being 

a “big thinker” or an “idea 
man”. 

This sounds ridiculous to 
me since I’ve always 
thought of myself as task 
oriented, not a futurist. 

Most of you following the Board’s activities know I signed 
on in 2007 wanting to see two leases negotiated satisfacto-
rily, one with the City and one with the State. 

Being task oriented, I do not want to go anywhere until 
these original objectives are completed. 

The City lease negotiations literally “took a village” and 
every member who went to City Hall, wrote a letter or sent 
an email to a Commissioner can be proud of this success.  
There were dozens upon dozens of members involved.  
Mayor Kirschner even rebuffed City staff for necessitating 
such mass mobilization of a non profit renowned for adding 
to Sarasota’s quality of life. 

State negotiations on the mooring field are proceeding 
and as I write this we are on schedule for another FDEP 
meeting in Temple Terrace before month end. 

This saga has many twists and turns but we no longer 
feel like Sisyphus, the ancient Greek legend who endlessly 
pushes a boulder up hill just to have it roll back down 
again.  And since the last gubernatorial election we’ve 
been met with a new found spirit of cooperation and what 
appears to be a sincere interest on the State’s behalf for 
getting this project completed.  

I may eat some of those words some day but this is the 
second task I signed on for and it’s not done, yet.  

In the mean time, the business of the Club has needed to 
be addressed and my list of goals and interests has grown 
with my responsibilities. 

It is a sincere hope my next term will be enough time to 
complete the following goals, some of which are personal 
and have yet to be fully vetted by a Board of Directors. 

Create an environment of stability and responsible 
oversight allowing Craig Bridges the opportunity to get 
his sea legs.  His professional hospitality background 
and sailing experience could be the eclectic package 
needed to make the Squadron a vibrant, world re-
nowned location for sailing and related activities. 

Execute a Sovereign Submerged Lands Lease with the 
State of Florida allowing us to implement a mooring 
management plan in the waters adjacent to our Club.  

Continue to define and document our relationship with 
the Sarasota Youth Sailing Program.  2010 was the 
first year this relationship existed on paper and it is for 
the betterment of both organizations.  

Make sure we are maintaining the best environment 
possible for all identified user groups at the club includ-
ing other non profits, the Luffing Lassies, racers, cruis-
ers, snowbirds, etc… 

Attract more National and International racing events 
by clearly establishing our Club as one of the most or-
ganized and capable host facilities in the southeastern 
United States 

Eliminate deferred maintenance and participate in the 
development of strong Maintenance & Landscape 
Committees capable of bringing new levels of sustaina-
bility and responsibility to our actions on property. 

Implement a Kayak Storage proposal utilizing City land 
once known as the Radio Station property.  This foray 
into alternate “silent sports” is consistent with our Long 
Range Plan, will be an added revenue source and con-
tinue to improve our relationship with the City of Sara-
sota. 

Create an environmental outreach program providing 
support for other non profits dedicated to the health of 
Sarasota Bay.  

And lastly…create a Foundation capable of receiving 
charitable donations to be used for those club activities 
contributing to the well being of our community, i.e. 
safety, education, seamanship, outreach….but now 
that sounds like a big idea…and there are tasks at 
hand.   

Mike Halliday 
Seeking re-election 
as Secretary. 

 
I'm running for a 2nd term 

as the Squadron's Secre-
tary.  I joined the Squadron in 
2000, and took all of the adult 
sailing classes then offered 
by Red Cross at the Squad-
ron.  

 I have since become partner in a keel boat, and race it 
regularly.   

I was secretary for my condominium board on Lido Key 
for 2 years, and I served on the board of the Westchester 
Flying Club in NY for 15 years - an organization similar to 
the Squadron.  I also served on the board of the USAlliance 
Credit Union in Rye, NY for 5 years.  I'm currently also the 
Squadron's webmaster. 

As Secretary this year, I chaired the Standing Rules 
Committee, who introduced the propositions which are on 
the ballot.  I hope that you will consider those propositions 
carefully, and vote either for or against each one, so that 
the Squadron can better understand the needs of its  
members. 
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Annual Membership Meetings & Election 

Sunday, November 20
th,

 2011 at 1500 hrs (3 PM)  

at Sarasota Sailing Squadron 
Each year, at our Annual Membership Meeting, we go through the process of electing our Board Members 

to serve for a one-year term.   

This year we have several important proposals for changes to the By-Laws, including a change to the one-
year term for our Board Members.  You can find the rationale for these proposed changes at http://
sarasotasailingsquadron.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/2011-Election-Propositions.pdf 

To address the possible change of terms for Board Members, this year’s Annual Meeting will consist of two 
meetings.  The first  to address the By-Law propositions, and the second to elect Board Members.  Hence, 
the Ballot consists of two parts: the Board Member Ballot and the By-Law Amendments. 

At the first meeting, the polls will be announced closed for the By-Law Amendments, upon which the By-
Law Amendments received will be counted, and results announced as soon as available.   

The second meeting will immediately commence, during which the polls will be announced closed for the 
Board Member Election, upon which the Board Member Ballots will be counted, and results announced as 
soon as available. 

The Election Judge, with the assistance of the Election Committee Members, will see to it that the election 
process is accurate, valid, and expedient.   

 

This is your Club, make Your Vote count, Cast your Ballot! 
In order for a Ballot to be counted, the membership must be in good standing as defined by being current 

on dues and fees payable and having no official, unresolved complaints on file.  Payments and resolutions 
to meet the requirements of good standing will be considered through November 13, 2011.  The report 
that will be used on Election Day will be generated on November 14, 2011.  Payments and resolutions made 
after November 13 will be gratefully received but will have no impact on the membership’s standing. 

 

To vote you must follow the below instructions:  

1. Mark your By-Law Amendments Ballot - Yes or No for each proposition 1 thru 4 

2. Sign your By-Law Amendments Ballot. 

3. Mark your Board Member Ballot for ten candidates, mark one box or write-in one name for your candidate 

of choice for each position. 

4. Sign your Board Member Ballot. 

5. Confirm you signed BOTH ballots. 

6.  There are three ways to submit your ballot: 

 1. Mail to: Sarasota Sailing Squadron, 1717 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota, FL 34236, 

   Attn: Election Judge – Ballot 2011 (account for delivery time) 

2. Drop in the Official Ballot Box at the Sarasota Sailing Squadron 

3. In-person at the meeting 

Ballots must be received prior to the polls closing at the Annual Membership Meetings.  

One vote per Membership.   (no recasting of ballots) 

Ballots can be found: 

In this mailing 

In the Squadron office 

Online at http://sarasotasailingsquadron.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Ballot-2011.pdf 

http://sarasotasailingsquadron.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/2011-Election-Propositions.pdf
http://sarasotasailingsquadron.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/2011-Election-Propositions.pdf
http://sarasotasailingsquadron.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Ballot-2011.pdf
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Mark box Yes or No to on the following 2 pages for the proposed changes to the By-Laws 

Proposition 1.    

 
Article III, #4 Change to read: ñAt the next Annual Membership meeting after the adoption of this amendment, the Commodore, 
Treasurer, Rear Commodore, Regatta Director and Social Coordinator shall be elected to serve a two (2) year term. The remaining 
five (5) Directors shall be elected to serve a one (1) year term. At each annual meeting of the membership thereafter, all Directors 
shall be elected to serve a term of two (2) years. It is the express intent of this amendment to create staggered terms for all Direc-
tors with five (5) Directors elected in odd years and five (5) Directors elected in even years. All Directors shall serve until their suc-
cessors are elected but no person shall serve on the board for more than eight (8) consecutive years. The Commodore shall not be 
ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ όнύ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǘŜǊƳǎΦέ 

  

Implement this change:  □  Yes  □  No 

Proposition 2.    

 
a) Article IV, #9. Change to read: άhƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ CƭŀƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ wŀŎŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
Race Captain shall assist the Regatta Director as requested, and shall be responsible for the scheduling including an annual sched-
ule, advertising, and coordination of all racing events, which are not regattas.  The Race Captain shall be responsible for the 
maintenance and replacement of all race committee equipment, for staffing of race committees, and shall present an annual 
budget request to the Board for expenses related to race committee equipment and non-regatta racing awards.  The Race Captain 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎŜ /ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜΦέ 

b) Article IV, #10. Change to read: “One Member of the Board who is not a Flag Officer shall be designated as Fleet Captain. The 
Fleet Captain shall oversee a report to the Board as to the status and current inventory of all stored, parked and moored boats and 
shall oversee maintenance and replacement of Squadron-owned vessels. The Fleet Captain shall be chairman of the Mooring Com-
mittee and shall oversee and encourage the promotion of Squadron cruising activities as planned by the Cruising Committee The 
Fleet Captain shall ensure that the Board is kept informed of any regulatory or governments proposals or changes in laws or regu-
ƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻǊƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǳǎŜΦέ 

c) Article VI, #3. Change to read: άhƴŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ CƭŀƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wŜƎŀǘǘŀ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ 
The Regatta Director is the chairman of the Race Committee. The Regatta Director shall be responsible for the scheduling, advertis-
ing, and coordination of all regattas that are either sponsored or hosted by the Squadron, and shall be responsible for publication 
ƻŦ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǊŜƎŀǘǘŀ ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ tŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜƎŀǘǘŀ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǎƘŀll 
present an annual budget request to the Board for these events. With the Education Coordinator, the Regatta Director shall sched-
ule race/sailing oriented presentations for the membership. The Regatta Director shall coordinate with the Vice Commodore on all 
its activities. The Regatta Director shall be in charge of verifying the PHRF fleet ratings, Portsmouth Handicap Ratings, shall resolve 
ŀƭƭ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ tIwC ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

d). Article VI, #3. Change to read: ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ !Φ ¢ƘŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴπ
sible for promoting or otherwise controlling membership, and for welcoming and directing new members into their area of inter-
est.  The Social Coordinator shall convene and be chairperson of the Membership Committe, which shall attend and assist with 
Squadron social events, work parties, and other Squadron events to better acquaint themselves with new members.  The Member-

ship /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΦέ 

  

Implement this change:  □  Yes  □  No 

Ballot 

There are  FOUR (4) pages to these ballots  broken into TWO(2) distinct ballots.  The Results of this ballot will 
be tallied first – On this ballot please vote on Propositions 1 thru 4.  
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Proposition 3.  

a) Article IV, # 3. Change to read: “There shall be a regular meeting of the Board once each month, the date, time and location of 
said meeting to be announced in advance in the Squadron newsletters. Special meetings of the Board may be convened upon the 
request of the Commodore or any three members of the Board. Notification, means of notice, date, time and location shall be deter-
mined at the discretion of the Commodore.” 

b) Article V, #1.A. Change to read; “A Nominating Committee, appointed by the Commodore and  approved by the Board in June, 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ WǳƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǎƭŀǘe shall 
ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ.” 

c) Article V, #1.B. Change to read; “Additional individual nominations may be made by a single letter of nomination, which must be 
signed by ten adult members of the Squadron and sent to the election judge. Such nominations must be delivered to the Squadron 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ bƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ.” 

d) Article VIII, #3. Change to read; “Notice of the date, time and location of the Annual Membership Meeting and other special 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŦƻǳǊπ
teen (14) days prior to the meeting.” 

 
  

Implement this change:  □  Yes  □  No 

Proposition 4.  

a) Article VII, #1 Add the following sentence: άŀΦ ! ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘΦέ 

b) Article IX, #7. Change to read: ά¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ǎƻƭŜ 
ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ом Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

  

Implement this change:  □  Yes  □  No 

You may submit your ballot in 3 ways: 

1. Mail to: Sarasota Sailing Squadron, 1717 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota, FL 34236, 

Attn: Election Judge – Ballot 2011 (account for delivery time) 

2. Drop in the Official Ballot Box at the Sarasota Sailing Squadron 

3. In-person at the meeting 

The ballot must be received prior to the polls closing at the Annual Membership Meeting. 

ONE VOTE PER MEMBERSHIP. 

Please print, sign, and date below. 

In case of multiple Ballots per membership, recast or otherwise, the Ballot with most recent date takes prece-
dence. 

 

 

 

Print Name      Sign      Date 

□  This is my proxy to conduct the Annual Membership Meeting 
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Ballot 

Ther are  FOUR (4) pages to these ballots  broken into TWO(2) distinct ballots.  The Results of this ballot will be 
tallied after the propositions ballots have been tallied – Mark one box or write-in one  name for your candidate 

of choice for each position  

 

1 Indicates incumbent   2 Indicates Nominating Committee’s recommended slate 
3 Indicates incumbent in different Board position 

 

COMMODORE VICE COMMODORE 

□  David Jennings 
1 2

 

 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 

 

□  David Ettinger 
2 

□  Bob Miller 
2 3 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 

REAR COMMODORE TREASURER 

□  Barry Millbourn 
2
 

 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 

 

□  Michelle Lee
 1 2

 

 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 

 

SECRETARY FLEET CAPTAIN 

□  Mike Halliday  
1 2

 

 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 

□  Sara Allen 
1 2

 

 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 

RACE CAPTAIN REGATTA DIRECTOR 

□  Debra St. James 
2
 

 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 

 

□  Donna Steele 
2
 

 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 

SOCIAL COORDINATOR EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

□  Cassandra Roznos 
2
 

 

 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 

□  Laurel Kaiser 
2
 

□  Scott McWilliams 
1 2

 

 

____________________________ Write-in (Print) 
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You may submit your ballot in 3 ways: 

1. Mail to: Sarasota Sailing Squadron, 1717 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota, FL 34236, 

Attn: Election Judge – Ballot 2011 (account for delivery time) 

2. Drop in the Official Ballot Box at the Sarasota Sailing Squadron 

3. In-person at the meeting 

The ballot must be received prior to the polls closing at the Annual Membership Meeting. 

ONE VOTE PER MEMBERSHIP. 

Please print, sign, and date below. 

In case of multiple Ballots per membership, recast or otherwise, the Ballot with most recent date takes prece-
dence. 

 

 

 

Print Name      Sign      Date 

□  This is my proxy to conduct the Annual Membership Meeting 
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Dave Ettinger 
Running for Vice 
Commodore 
 

I have been a sailor 
for over 40 years and be-
came a member of the 
Squadron after relocating to 
Sarasota in June of 2003.  
Since that time I have found 
the Squadron to be the 
source of great friendships 

and a diverse range of sailing opportunities that have ex-
ceeded all my expectations.  I can be found racing MoAir, 
my Ranger 26, almost every Sunday.  I also participate in 
most of the Squadron’s major racing events.   

Away from the Squadron I publish Must Do visitor guides 
and www.mustdo.com here in Southwest Florida.  I also 
enjoy riding my bicycle, motorcycle, golfing and reading. 

I feel that I can make a valuable contribution to the 
Squadron by serving as Vice Commodore and giving 
something back to our club that has treated me so well.  My 
goals in no certain order are to enhance the quality of our 
racing programs, support the current board’s work on capi-
tal improvements, facilitate the Squadron’s transition to the 
direct management of our mooring field, and to ensure that 
our new Club Manager has the tools needed to run our op-
erations seamlessly.   

I believe that the Squadron was well conceived by our 
founders and that we best serve our members by preserv-
ing the good traditions and standards they set.  This is truly 
“our” club and if elected to serve as Vice Commodore I’ll do 
my best to help to steer us forward while maintaining our 
unique character for all to enjoy.  

Barry  
Millbourn 

Running for Rear 
Commodore 

I have been a Squadron 
member since 1988.  Back 
then I assisted the Red 
Cross Basic Sailing course, 
until racing filled my free 
time.  Since then I have 
raced a variety of boats, both 

PHRF and one design. I’ve done race committee duty as 
PRO, and taught adult basic sailing as a US Sailing certi-
fied instructor.   

In the last several years I’ve gotten more involved in 
Squadron operations, serving on the Maintenance, Fi-
nance, and Dock committees.   

The rear commodore is responsible for the care and 
maintenance of the squadron facilities and grounds and 
oversees the planning and execution of improvements and 
additions to the buildings and grounds.  The rear commo-
dore also chairs the long range planning/building commit-
tee.  

I bring a lifetime of experience in facility operations and 
maintenance to the job. I worked in the Engineering depart-
ment at the Sarasota Herald Tribune until the New York 
Times bought the paper and bought me out.  I spent twenty 
years in the marine industry building, repairing, recondition-
ing, and commissioning yachts.  I am currently Plant Oper-
ator of a facility for Sarasota Memorial Hospital.   I look for-
ward to being a part of the Squadron’s future in whatever 
role I can best serve.   

We are an organization of many diverse groups - cruis-
ers, racers, sailboarders, kite-boarders, kayakers, and 
simply water-loving hanger-outers, ready to take a ride on 
anything that floats.  Let’s all work together to keep this the 
greatest club in the world.  

Bob Miller 
Running for Vice Com-

modore 
I have enjoyed serving as your 
Race Captain these past two years.  
During my tenure I have resurrect-
ed several race events and intro-
duced several others. The Mara-
thon series allowed for both cruis-
ers and racers to sail and time 

themselves in half marathon and full marathon distances 
while earning a T-shirt for their efforts. The “Ladies at the 
Helm/Bikini Cup” was a very popular event that had been 
missing for several years.. The Commodores at the Helm 
and Memorial program found ten former commodores par-
ticipating in a special race event followed by lunch and brief 

memorial service to honor our past commodores as well as 
SSS members who had passed during year. The Sunday 
Series races increased participation with an average of ten 
to twelve captains out on the course.   The Friday night 
“Jack Attack”  pursuit start races found over 20 boats par-
ticipating in this popular event. 

I have updated more than half of the perpetual SSS tro-
phies, many that had not seen new names for over ten 
years.  The 2

nd
  annual awards dinner scheduled in Novem-

ber will find over 45 skippers getting recognition for their 
efforts. I recentlypurchased the “Dr. Jeff Penfield” memorial 
bell and it will be dedicated by our Flying Scot sailing group 
next month. 

If I am fortunate enough to be elected to serve as your next 
Vice-Commodore, I plan to continue my association with 
the racing program and support the work planned by the 
incoming Race Captain and Regatta Director. 
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Sara T. Allen 
Seeking re-election 
as Fleet Captain 

   
I have been Fleet Captain 

for the Sarasota Sailing 
Squadron since early 2008 
and I am committed to see-
ing that the Mooring Field 
project comes to conclusion. 
As Mooring Committee 

Chairman,  

I oversee the activity of the Mooring Committee and help 
find solutions to Mooring Holders individual problems. I 

also report to the Board as to the status of all boats at the 
SSS. That includes the trailer stored boats, the rack boats, 
the dingy racks and the permanent slips. With the assis-
tance of office personnel, I prepare and deliver a monthly 
report to the entire Board. I also oversee the activities of 
the Cruising Committee. 

My qualifications include that I am a United States Coast 
Guard Merchant Marine Officer holding my Captain’s Li-
cense. I also am an American Sailing Association Certified 
Instructor holding teaching certificates for Basic Keelboat, 
Basic Coastal Cruising, Bareboat Charter and Coastal 
Navigation. I am committed to keeping the Sarasota Sail-
ing Squadron the premier club to sail out of or visit on the 
west coast of Florida. 

Cassandra Roznos  
Running for Social Director 
I would be honored to serve on the board of directors delivering social and sailing activities for the Sarasota Sailing Squadron. I 
served as social at the SSS in 2009 and 2010. My husband and I also run Sailmonster.com and a large technology firm when we are 
not sailing or running around our 4 children.  I look forward to the opportunity to serve as social for another term and get the wind 
back in the sails at the SSS! 

Michelle Lee 
Seeking re-election as Treasurer  

 

Although I began my career in Arizona as a CPA for a 
Big Six public accounting firm, I have always loved the wa-
ter and wanted to be a sailor.   

Working for the firm first as an auditor and then as a con-
sultant specializing in financial analysis and turnarounds of 
troubled companies, I enjoyed helping companies to im-

prove their operations and financial stability.  Subsequent 
stints as the Director of Accounting/Controller at two pub-
licly traded companies both developed my strategic busi-
ness skills and my desire to live in a state that had sailing 
water.   

I currently own an electronics manufacturing company 
and am fortunate that it allows me great flexibility in my 
day to spend time at the SSS.  The next few years look to 
be exciting ones at the SSS – from final approval of the 
mooring field to rebuilding docks – and I look forward to 
being part of the team.   

Donna Steele 
Running for regatta  
director 
 

Running for Regatta Chair was not 
a difficult decision; the precedent set 
by Gregg Knighton and the all the 
other volunteers who routinely run 
incredibly successful regattas has 
left a template which can be used 
again and again.  I feel very fortu-
nate to have participated in the re-
gattas I have over the years in one 
design and PHRF, on a local, re-
gional, national and international 

level.  And I appreciate the diversity the club has with rac-
ers from all over the world and from different classes which 
contribute to the experience of the regattas.   

The Flying Scots, the Lasers, the sunfish, the multi-hulls, 
the PHRF club racing, the Sarasota Youth Sailing Program, 
the Luffing Lassies, the sailing associations in Sarasota 

Bay and Tampa Bay all offer a terrific opportunity for mem-
bers to sail and meet people from all over. 

But I don’t want to forget that regattas are not only an 
experience for the racers, regattas are also an experience 
for our members, the sailors’ support team; family, friends 
and the hundreds of club volunteers that make is possible. 

I grew up at the Sailing Squadron, I learned to sail with 
my mom on a Hobie, graduating into sunfish and lasers, 
since that time, I have raced and cruised a variety of boats 
with my most recent endeavor the Melges 24 with my soon 
to be husband, David Hillmyer. As for the skills I bring to 
the table I have volunteered and worked on committees for 
a number of our regattas over the years.  I currently coordi-
nate benefits for over 40 large and midsize businesses 
throughout the southeast which means I work with teams of 
people with different backgrounds to quickly and efficiently 
meet deadlines and budgets, while keeping thousands of 
employees informed and satisfied.  

I’m looking forward to working with everyone to organize 
and coordinate our regattas.  
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Scott 
McWilliams 

Seeking  
re-election as  
Education  
Coordinator 

 
 This year I conducted a member survey to help give the 

Board direction, I also concluded the arrangements to avail 
our members of the full array of courses offered by the Sar-
asota Power and Sail Squadron. Some will be presented at 
our facility for free,         

 Next year I intend to repeat the survey and to increase 
efforts to present educational events given by our own 
members.   

 I hold a USCG Masters Licese with sail endorsement 
and I am an ASA Sailing instructor for basic keelboat, 
coastal cruising, and bareboat cruising. My work experi-
ence to date has been with Scott McWilliams Marketing 
Services since 1972. I do market research and surveys and 
solve marketing problems. I have qualified as an expert in 
marketing and economics is over 30 circuit courts. I have 
also taught Marketing, Marketing Research, Marketing 
Problem Solving, and Marketing Strategy at NYU Graduate 
School of Business, USF, and currently at Keiser U and 
Everglades U.  

 I greatly enjoy the casual atmosphere of SSS and will 
help to keep it fun, affordable and friendly. 

Laurel Kaiser 
Challenging for Education Coordinator 

Hi, I'm Laurel Kaiser, for those who know me; you 
do.  For those who don't:  I'm a native Sarasotan, local 
business person and  watersports coach/instructor and a 
member of the Squadron since 2002.  Before that I only 
came to the Club for the Windsurfing Mid-Winters a couple 
of times in the late 80's.  Now, I spend most of my time on 
the property in the winter and spring when it is windy and 
I'm teaching and or  kiteboarding on the sandbar and in the 
early summer when I'm running windsurfing/stand up pad-
dle boarding camps for kids at Ken Thompson Park.  Last 
summer I spent nearly 40 days and 40 nights teaching 
days and  as the resident closer and cash collector at night 
while we sorted out the weeks long  rash of burglaries.  

I have owned and operated Island Style Watersports on 
the North Trail Since 1993 and I've made a career of 
coaching Windsurfing and Kiteboarding. I became a U.S. 
Sailing Windsurfing Instructor in  1987 and completed train-
ing for U.S. Sailing Instructor Trainer in 1998.  More recent-
ly I have taken up kiteboarding and been certified by the 
Professional Air Sports Association(PASA), since 2002. 

The paddle sports that I teach, compete and do for per-
sonal recreation when the wind isn't blowing are kayaking, 
surf skiing and now stand up paddle boarding  I completed 
the American Canoe Association(ACA), coastal kayaking 
instructor course in 1994 and will be participating in the 
ACA Stand Up Paddle Board Instructor certification pro-
gram this fall. 

In 2003 I thought to bring windsurfing racing back to Sar-
asota after a fifteen year gap in events being held at the 
Squadron.  Among the old timers in windsurfing, the 
Squadron was reputed to be the BEST VENUE EVER, in 
the South Eastern U.S. for windsurfing racing.  At the first 
Island Style Classic in 2003, held the last weekend in Feb-
ruary, we combined the event with the US Windsurfing 
Seniors/Masters National Championships  and had 68 
competitors registered.  It blew a whaling 30 to 40 knots 
and only 11 sailors made it to the start line for the first 
race.  We had a blast however, with decent racing on day 
two and the best dinner the crowd had ever been treated to 
at a regatta.  Going into year #9 the Island Style Classic is 
a favorite for windsurfing racers from all around the US and 
Canada. 

This year, our Windsurfing/Stand Up Paddle Boarding 
program brought 75 children and teens from the community 
and a few who traveled from overseas (visiting family and 
grandparents), who ALL LEARNED TO WINDSURF  and 
stand up paddle  in their week long camp experience. 

This year, I aim to become US Sailing certified to teach 
sailing, in a sailboat rather than on a sailboard or kite-
board.  I hope that the strength of my  teaching and pro-
moting experience and my passion  not only for teaching 
what I love to others but the deep seated, pride of participa-
tion that I feel as a member of the "Greatest Little Sailing 
Club In The World", will make serving as the Education 
Coordinator, a natural fit for me in serving the needs of the 
Squadron in the coming year. 

I look forward to working with the Luffing Lassies and the 
Youth Sailing Program as their liaison to the board.  I'm 
excited to get the kind of educational programs like US 
Sailing Certification, CPR/First Aid, coming to us and using 
our venue to enhance the experience of our mem-
bers .  Some members have asked for specific topics of 
interest to be addressed such as cruising and provisioning, 
or racing rules for the novice racer.  I'm hopeful that if there 
is something you want to bring to the Squadron for an edu-
cational    program topic, you'll let me know and with the 
vast resources we have among us, we will  find the right 
person to bring the opportunity to broaden our knowledge 
and enhance our experiences, sailing. 

My passion for seeing the Squadron prosper and protect-
ing one of the most valuable assets in our community is 
now fueled by our recent success with the City Of Sarasota 
in obtaining our long term lease.  Now with most if not 
all  submerged lands lease and mooring field management 
hurdles  behind us, the exhausting search and hiring of a 
new manager over with we can move on.  As  and the up-
coming cooperative effort  with the City to build  storage 
and enhance paddle sports activities on the "radio station 
property" and at Ken Thompson Park: the new board will 
have a lot of important tasks and decisions to address. 

With your support, I'm (looking forward) to  working with 
our new manager Craig Bridges and  the outstanding 
Board of Directors, both incumbent and newly elected that 
will move the members agenda ahead in  2012.  I will  ap-
preciate your vote of confidence. 
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