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Iôm sure when some people find the 
Squadron they wonder how this place 
came to be.  Is it some kind of happy 
accident?  Was it some kind of  
natural, organic growth?   

Anyone whoôs been around awhile 
knows the kind of work and vision itôs 
taken but we do enjoy being a bit 
rough around the edges and maintain-
ing an ñold Floridaò feel.  The Sarasota 

Herald-Tribune recently described us as the yacht clubôs 
ñgritty, non profit counterpartò.  Sand and shell vs. concrete 
and  pavement; screen porches and verandas vs. an air condi-
tioned club house; native flora vs. manicured landscapeéyou 
get the idea. 

But one only needs to read our collection of long range 
plans to see the common threads of direction running through 
our membership year after year. Iôve read these documents 
going back 25 years.  Many of them are simply revisions and 
updates to a prior year.  However, several stand out as 
ñwatershedò years where important concepts are introduced 
establishing our direction for years to come.  Albeit, as sailors 
there may be some tacking involved.  

1987 was the first reference to windsurfers and called for 
an extended no wake zone (realized in 2010), board overlap 
with SYSP (2010) and a full time manager.  1994 led to the 
creation of The Corinthian Fund, an expanded clubhouse, a 
new entrance on the south fence and the finger pier slips on 
the wave fence.  It was also suggested we petition the City for 
the ñradio station propertyò.  2001 suggested pursuit of a 
mooring field agreement with the State of Florida.  2008 called 
for expanded meeting space, adult sailing lessons and to for-
malize our relationship with the SYSP (2011). 

2010/11 was another ñwatershedò year since itôs the first 
specific mention of a new building on our southern border 
which will be the first point of contact for visitors.  It will have 
an office and foyer staffed by people prepared to introduce the 
general public to what the Squadron has to offer.  It will be a 
portal into our property, a place where people can sign up for 
adult sailing lessons, rent boats and also where we can inte-
grate different types of water activity. 

While we have made provisions for kayak storage on prop-
erty and currently house about 22 boats we see this as a sig-
nificant growth opportunity.  Kayaks (referenced in the LRP), 
stand up paddle boards, para-sails and other small craft are 
the new marine growth industry.  These are the types of water-
craft people can more readily afford to buy and store. 

We know this and so does the City of Sarasota.   

The city recently asked the squadron for a kayak storage 
proposal to be implemented on the land we call the old radio 
station property.  It is outside our gates but surrounded on 3 
sides by our lease hold.  This request was not a surprise and 
may dovetail nicely into elements of our 2010/11 Long Range 
Plan.   

Currently, an ad-hoc committee is working on a draft  
proposal for City review and a meeting is planned with  
Sarasota Parks & Recreation to discuss how to move forward.  

Nothing happens without board approval and given the fact 
at least two bureaucracies are involved this will not unfold any 
more quickly than other long-range aspirations but itôs an ex-
citing development which has the potential for membership 
and revenue growth and will undoubtedly increase our value to 
the community at large. 

 

 

 

 

 

1717 Ken Thompson Parkway  

Sarasota, Florida 34230  
Phone: 941-388-2355 Fax: 941-388-5524 

sss@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
www.sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

 

Interim Manager: Florence Depont  

Webmaster: Mike Halliday 

(webmaster@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

Maintenance Technician: Mark Schiffman 

(maintech@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

Burgee Editors : Jenifer & Mo Tamman

(burgee_editor@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

Board Members  
Commodore:  David Jennings (941-650-7354) 

 commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Vice Commodore:  John Huber (941-650-7020) 

 vice_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Rear Commodore: Bill Niblock 

 rear_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Treasurer:  Michelle Lee  

 treasurer@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Secretary:  Mike Halliday (941-388-1569) 

 secretary@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Race Captain:  Robert Miller (941-795-4646) 

 race_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Fleet Captain:  Sara Allen (941-224-9025) 

 fleet_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Regatta Director: Gregg Knighton 

 regatta_director@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Social:  Chris Ranney (941-586-0104) 

 social_coordinator@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

Education: Scott McWilliams (941-412-3618) 

 eduction_coordinator@sarasotasailngsquadron.org 

N27º20N27º20''14" 14" --  W82º34W82º34''25"25"

From the Commodore  

David  

Jennings  

ADVERTISING IN THE BURGEE IS AN  

ECONOMICAL WAY TO REACH ALL 800+  

MEMBERS OF THE SSS!  FOR DETAILS,  

CONTACT THE SQUADRON OFFICE AT  

941-388-2355. BUSINESS CARD SIZE ADS 

ARE ONLY $25 PER MONTH OR $250  

A YEAR. 
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By Bob Twinem  

The winter season is in the books and the winner of this 

season schooled us all on great boat speed  mixed with 

brilliant tactics. Firth Lady came out on top with consist-

ently top finishes in all conditions. They were followed 

closely by Team Eightball and Team Tanner. The at-

tached results show that lots of different boats had days 

of glory throughout the fine sailing season. Many of our 

fleet sailors head north for the winter and I'm sure when 

they hit their local fleets in the northern climates they will 

be tuned up and ready to dominate.  

 

 

Final winter series race date report:  

Great fleet in the water today but too many with the 
common sense to decide 20k is unnecessary. Huge com-
mendation to Chuck Koch who single-handedly RC'ed 
three long races from Big Ben, in real wind and chop. 
That was a job for two or more Navy frogmen. Thanks to 
Daryl Lamb and Dave and Kim Thinel who helped Fred 
Chanell and John get their high wind exercises with Jim, 
Richard, Ron and other crazies. 

Spring Race day 1  

Great day of racing last Sunday with Ron and his pris-
tine  (mystery deal) Schurr main and chute combo run-
ning away from Chuck K and the rest of us. Dang.  

Spring Race day 2  

Good to see Bob L., Tom, Winnie, Fred, Daryl, and 
Richard today, and thanks to Jim E. Chuck K continued to 
trade five races with Ron and Barry in steady 14 - 16k 
with smallish chop, starting at C and racing to D. Those 
guys have generally been too solid upwind and down of 
late. ( Fred nipped Chuck and Ron by a comfy five inches 
the last race.)  Lately many of our fleet have enjoyed sail-
ing in the Friday night series and have also been seen on 
Big Ben putting in some RC time. Lots of great racing 
opportunities. Sail fast! 

Flying Scot Fleet 36 News  

Tip of the day.  
Don't hesitate to ask for pointers from the daily win-

ners on sail trim, etc. Everybody likes to share 
thoughts on boat speed. It elevates the whole fleet. 


