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From the Commodore  

From the Editors:  
 

We are considering  publishing themed issues of the  
Burgee in the future, such as a squadron nature edition.  
If you have any ideas, please pop us a note to:   
burgee_editor@sarasotasailingsquadron.org  

Many thanks, 

Mo and Jen 

 In November about a doz-
en members were convened as a 
ñManager Search Committeeò.  This 
group represented a cross section 
of the club and all had volunteered 
to contribute.  Some were involved 
in the previous search for a general  
manager.   

 This group evaluated our 
small organizational structure, reviewed job descriptions & 
pay levels and suggested changes. They also mapped out 
how we would advertise for this position and how candi-
dates could apply. We received over 100 resumes from 
around the country.  In January, with the help of some hu-
man resource professionals, the list was narrowed to about 
20.  

 Then we created a selection committee knowing 
this needed to be a much smaller group prepared to meet 
and interview candidates. The list was narrowed again to 
six and each of those candidates have been interviewed.   

 At the final stage of this process a principle candi-
date withdrew, necessitating some additional meetings and 
interviews.  This process is slow for several reasons. We 
all feel itôs a very important decision and we want to avoid 
having to do this again in another 24 or 36 months. 

 And we donôt have to rush because, Florence De-
pont, a finalist for the position has been working very hard 
as interim manager and gets more familiar with the breadth 
of tasks every day.  She has good backup in the office and 
recently hired Mark Schiffman as maintenance technician.   

 I am asking the club for a little more patience as 
we move into our next phase of management and I would 
also suggest you speak with any of the highly talented and 
committed members of the Selection Committee.   They 
are: 

 Linda Schwartz: She is the current Luffing Lassies 
fleet captain. When she retired from the  US Military, she 
was the highest ranking female ordinance warrant officer in 
the United States. She is incredibly organized and repre-
sents one of the oldest ñsub groupsò we have on property.  
Her input and powers of observation have been very help-
ful. 

 Pat Murphy: I am appreciative Pat has been willing 
to help in the selection process.  Who better than the man 
who held the position for 28 years and oversaw the growth 
of the Club from 75 individual members to a high of 954 
family memberships?  Pat keeps it real by reminding every-
one of the ñhands onò aspect of the role.  

 David Livingston: He is the Sarasota Youth Sailing 
program director. Look all across the country and you will 
see club memberships declining due to a lack of quality 
youth programs.  Many parents are members or become 
members while their kids are active in the SYSP and fami-
lies represent one of our biggest growth opportunities. 

 Jeff Birnbach is the recently elected commodore of 
the Sarasota Yacht Club.  He is a professional in the  
marine industry and his organization not only completed a 
significant building campaign but has recently been through 
a very similar search for a general manager.  I am happy to 
have an outsiders input and Jeff has been as engaged in 
our search as any long time member might be.  He  
deserves tremendous thanks from all squadron members. 

David Jennings  
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By Bob Twinem  

 Once again, Jan. 30th had crazy tight racing 
(three different winners in three races, per usual) and 
with thanks to RC, Tom and Winnie. Winds were about 6
-9 kts from the gulf setting up nice races between G, I & 
C. Also with thanks to Daryl and Andy who boosted the 
quality of go-fast in the fleet today. 

 The word 'Sarasota' comes from the ancient 
Calusa. It means 'one o'clock sea breeze'. And so it was 
Feb. 19th for fourteen Scot sailors. Thank yous to Light-
ning and Scow sailors Daryl, Andy and Mark Grinder for 
their support. Five long races utilizing C, G, I, H and D.  

 Mark and Mike Smith got the award for five 
amazingly perfect starts, and Don and Stuart the award 
for five amazingly perfect finishes. Typically tight fleet 

with constant place changes. The great fleet of 37 Scots 
at Eustis had some of our heavy hitters. 

 As of this writing there are 58 Scots entered in 
the Midwinter Regatta we are hosting. Everyone is pitch-
ing in and plans are in full swing. 

 Our fleet had a sad month as Jeff Penfield, a 
pillar of fleet 36, passed away. His cheerfulness and  
eagerness to help fellow sailors improve will be greatly 
missed.  

Flying Scot Fleet 36  

 An open forum for discussion of the Squadron's 
informal racing events (Sunday Series, Friday Night Se-
ries, Jack Attack, etc.) is on Wednesday Mar. 16th at 
6:30 pm. 

 All Squadron members who race, or who are 
interested in racing, are invited to attend and let the 
squadron hear your views. 

 -Bob Miller, race captain 

Tip of the Day: Keep a constant eye on the 

jib leach telltale. A stalled jib is a slow jib. 

Special Racing Committee Meeting  
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Sunfish Genealogy and Other LL Winning Traditions  

By Ellen McKeefe 

 We really should trace the genealogy of some of 
the Sunfish in our fleet. Pram Captain Jane Owens re-
cently purchased Renate Mamulaôs Sunfish after selling 
hers to new LL Jacki Booker. And Renate bought that 
Sunfish from another LL. Does anyone know how many 
Sunfish once owned by Rita Steele and Carol McDowell 
are still sailed from the Squadron on Thursdays? My 
1999 Sunfish was purchased new by Elfriede Needham, 
sold to Sue Allen in 2004, who then sold it to me in 2007. 
If you have a Sunfish that has made her way through the 
LL membership, let me know. Just curious. 

 Jane named her ñnewò boat ñLady Bug.ò She 
was christened one chilly morning in February. Does 
champagne taste better in plastic glasses? 

 Speaking of chilly mornings, we have had more 
than our share this season. Too many Thursday morn-
ings have found an intrepid group, optimistically clad in 
cold weather gear, gathered in the clubhouse holding 
coffee cups to keep their hands warm. On those morn-
ings, when going out on the water was not an option, we 
were grateful that Ursula Olson and other veteran LLôs 
passed along racing counsel and other "boaty" inside 
information. 

 On good days, LLôs went out there and raced 
even if it was not on Sarasota Bay. Early one sunny Feb-
ruary morning six LL Sunfish and two Prams traveled to 
Davis Island for a Dinghy Dames-hosted Inter-Club race. 
Every season, novice LLôs quickly learn that following 
Ursula on the race course usually pays off. The opera-
tive phrase here is ñusually.ò On this day Ursula had a 
string of Sunfish following her as she added a third lap to 
a two-lap course. Laughter echoed across the water. 
The coveted annual Turkey Award may have a winner.  

 Despite that momentary lapse, Ursula finished 
1st over all, leading an LL Sunfish sweep. Sunfish Cap-
tain Dottie Schell placed 2nd and Carol McDowell took 
3rd. (Isnôt it nice to have Carol back sailing with us?) LL 
Captain Linda Schwartz, Lisa Dodds and Sally Miller 
Sunfished. Gail Seidman and Jacki raced prams while 
new LL Sue Tschesnok was a spectator. 

 A couple of weeks later, a fearless foursome 
drove up to Clearwater the day after Saint Valentineôs 
Day with temperatures in the 40ôs. Three former LL Cap-
tains (Ursula, Lisa and Dottie) and current Captain Linda 
trailered their Sunfish to the ñFor the Love of Sailing Re-
gatta ñ sponsored by the FWSA Solmates. Air temps 
reached the 70ôs, water temps stayed in the mid-60ôs on 

Jane Owens' (far right, standing) nearly-new Sunfish; photo by Maggie Gutierrez 
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Clearwater Bay; winds 5 to 10.  Lisa noted that Captain 
Lindaôs hands-on coaching from Ursula is ñstarting to 
rattle some chains.ò Lisa added, ñShe (Linda) and Dottie 
were neck-and-neck for 4th and 5th place so she is 
someone to watch out for.ò Ursula once more sailed to 
first place; no surprise there. The competition joked 
about banning Ursula from future events but Dottie re-
minded them that if they did that LLôs would just bring 
Rita instead. 

 1-2-2-2-1-1-1 = 10. That impressive string is 
Ritaôs results at the Charlotte Harbor Regatta where she 
left seven other Sunfish in her wake. The second place 
finisher scored a total of 20. Poor guy. The Regatta web-
site commentary concluded, ñRita Steele of Sarasota, 
Florida, took charge in Sunfish Class Sunday and the 
overall title.ò   

 Did you know that SAIL magazine says Char-
lotte Harbor is, ñOne of the top ten greatest places to sail 
in the United States.ò Well, Rita sure likes it there. 

 Mark your calendars. The 30th Annual FWSA 
Rainbow Regatta will be sailed from the St. Petersburg 
Sailing Center on Tuesday, April 5th. Hosts this year are 
the Salty Sisters of the St. Pete Yacht Club. Captain Lin-

da, ñWe are already working on the Pram team and it 
would be really great to get as many Sunfish sailors as 
we can this year. In addition, we would like to have a 
support team go up with us to cheer us on as well as 
help to load and unload our boats. Our tired bodies can 
especially use the help after coming off the water. The 
Luffing Lassies will pay for the registration/lunch for all 
the sailors and the lunch for all who go up to support our 
sailing group.ò 

 LL Historian Jane Owens dug up some Rainbow 
Regatta history, ñIn an effort to distinguish the (FWSA) 
club pram teams from one another, colored ribbons were 
tied to the tops of the sprits. Someone remarked that the 
ribbons looked like a rainbow.ò Who knew? I thought it 
had something to do with ñThe Wizard of Ozò or Drag 
Queen Bingo. 

 Robin Wall continues to work on the LL website 
www.luffinglassies.com with assistance from Tom 
Schwartz and photog Rachel Harvey. Robin wants eve-
ryone to know, ñThe news, calendar and race results 
sections have been updated.ò And the photo galleries 
are also current. 

    

Sunset in Paradise  

Shot from the seawall on Jan. 30th. Photo by Capt. Sara T. Allen, fleet captain  


