
MOORING COMMITTEE MEETING  

Tuesday, June 1  BOARD MEETING  
(ALL members welcome)  

Tuesday, June 8  

LUFFING LASSIES  

Thursdays in June  

FRIDAY NIGHT SUMMER SERIES  

Fridayõs in June 

SARASOTA FOLK CLUB  

Monday, June 28  

SSS WORK PARTY  

Wednesdayõs in June 

1st ANNUAL òWhat is THAT?ó 

Make/Sail In Your Own Vessel  

Saturday, June 19  

DINGHY RACING  

Wednesday, June 9, 16, 23, 30  
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From the Commodore 
Like a bad dream, I am back!  I want 
to apologize to the membership for 
my failure to provide an article in 
the May issue of the Burgee.  Yes, 
itôs true, I was off cruising.  After I 
donôt know how many years of try-
ing, I finally got the time to visit the 
Bahamas on my boat.  Fabulous trip 
and I should have taken twice as 

long as there is so much to do and see there. 

 

Vice Commodore John Huber doesnôt recall my asking him to 
step in and write an article in my absence and I am having 
trouble recalling if I remembered to ask him!  This getting old 
thing is tough, but I have to remind myself that it is better 
than the alternative.  And member Brian Kelly reminded me 
that my articles are generally so lengthy that Iôve got plenty in 
the bank from prior issues and so my monthly column wasnôt 
much missed anyway.  Thanks Brian! 

 

At our May Board meeting we addressed a few items of note.  
Our pontoon boat, which was evidently in less than stellar 
condition, suffered some substantial damage during a recent 
regatta.  We have formed a committee to determine the best 
way to proceed with a possible replacement vessel (and will 
use the engine on the pontoon boat which is in apparently 
good condition).  Contact Race Captain Bob Miller if you 
wish to contribute to this committee or make any recommen-
dations. 

 

Our plans to rebuild docks are a bit stymied at the moment.  
At the March Board meeting we had a commitment from 
Manager Carolan and Rear Commodore Niblock to work to-
gether to prepare the specifications needed to elicit bids for 
this project.  At the Board meeting both indicated that thirty 
days were needed to complete this task.  At the April and May 
Board meetings, Nancy indicated she was ready to go and 
waiting on Billôs work to be completed.  As of the May meet-
ing, nothing was received from RC Niblock and so the Board 
has instructed Nancy to seek outside engineering help to get 
the details ready for the bidding to start.  This delay will un-
fortunately make it virtually impossible to get the docks done 
during the summer months as originally anticipated and when 
dock usage is less than during the rest of the year. 

 

Many of you may have noticed the new white ñconesò out on 
the pilings around the Squadron.  Thanks to Nancy Carolan 
for making this happen.  Although some have complained that 
the cones have deprived our drinkers of ñcup holdersò whilst 
on the docks, most have noticed that the bird population is 
down (especially on the wave fence), and our ability to re-
claim and use previously unusable portions of the docks has 
improved.  Not only does this result in a more sanitary dock 
environment, but it should allow the pilings to fare a little 
better over the long term as well.  Well done Nancy! 

 

(Continued page 16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1717 Ken Thompson Parkway 

Sarasota, Florida 34230 

Phone:   941-388-2355     Fax: 941-388-5524 

sss@sarasotasailingsquadron.org  ·  www.sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Manager: Nancy Carolan  

Email: nancy@sarasotasailingsquad.org 

Assistant Manager: Joanne Hawkes 

Maintenance Technician: Nelson 
 

Webmaster: Mike Halliday (webmaster@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

Burgee Editor: Lindsay Krienen 

(burgee_editor@sarasotasailingsquadron.org) 

 

2010 Board Members 
 

Commodore:  Alan Pressman (941-350-1559) 

 commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Vice Commodore:  John Huber (941-650-7020) 

 vice_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Rear Commodore:  Bill Niblock 

 rear_commodore@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
  

Treasurer:  Michelle Lee (941-350-7444) 

 treasurer@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

 

Secretary:  David Jennings (941-650-7354) 

 secretary@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Race Captain:  Robert Miller (941-795-4646) 

 race_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Sara Allen (941-224-9025) 

 fleet_captain@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Regatta Director: Gregg Knighton 

 regatta_director@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
   

Social Coordinator:  Cassandra Roznos (941-907-2620) 

 social_coordinator@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 
 

Education Coordinator:  Lindsay Krienen (941-527-6292) 

 education_coordinator@sarasotasailngsquadron.org 

From The Editor                                 

Cheers!   Lindsay Krienen  

 N27º20N27º20 ''14"   W82º3414"   W82º34 ''25"25"

Alan Pressman 

June greetings. Amidst vacation & com-
puter problems...here it is!! Special thanks 
to Bob Twinem, who submitted the beau-
tiful cover for our use.  It is a painting 
created by a member, Jim Egan, who is 
also a Flying Scot!  It is their 1st place sea-
son trophy.  WOW!!  
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LUFFING LASSIES  
Ellen McKeefe 

Victorious Season Finale on Tampa 

Bay 
 

 

     This year there will be a victory cele-

bration at the end-of-the-season party.  

For the first time in eleven years, the 

LLôs won the FWSA Championship at 

the St. Pete Sailing Center.  Ursula Olson 

skippered the same Sonar crew that came 

in second at the same event last year; 

Mariella Doyle, Fran Mericle and Gillian 

Whatmore.  This year there was no stop-

ping them. 

     Their post race emails tell the story 

far better than I can. 

     Ursula:  ñWe had an awesome day.  

The winds were steady at about 9 mph 

when the racing started at 9:30am and tapered down to about 

5 mph after the start of the third race.  We had pretty lumpy 

seas which made for challenging spinnaker runs but we al-

ways gained on the downwind 

legs, my team sure has learned 

how to fly a chute. 

     ñGillian, who handles the 

foredeck work, sure deserved the 

sailor of the day award when she 

shimmied up the mast, boat hook 

in hand, to fetch the topping lift 

that had unhooked itself from 

the spinnaker pole and was dan-

gling half way up the mast.  

Higher and higher she climbed 

until she finally could grab hold 

of it, snapped it back onto the 

pole and 30 seconds later the 

chute was up and flying.  She is 

like a cat on our boat. 

     ñMariella was trimming the main and the spinnaker guy.  

Fran played the jib and flew the spinnaker by working the 

sheet.  While I was driving they fed me information on wind 

velocity changes, boat positions relative to ours, compass 

readings and our position to the next mark.  So I hardly had to 

take my eyes away from the telltales and the water in front of 

the bow.  After three years of sailing together we have be-

come a well-oiled machine.  We appreciate each otherôs skills 

and can rely on each other to get the job done. 

     ñAll our hard work and training finally paid off.  We fin-

ished with two firsts and a third, which put us seven points 

ahead of the second and third finishers. 

     ñRita Steeleôs boat sailed very well also, they actually won 

the third race.  They finished a close second overall but un-

fortunately were protested out of one race and wound up in 

fourth place in the final results.  (Ritaôs crew; Michelle Lee, 

Donna Steele and Debbie St. James.) 

     ñThe start and finish area was close to the St. Pete Pier 

and both LL teams tremendously enjoyed the wild waving 

and shouting from our cheering section consisting of Captain 

Lisa Dodds, Linda Tif-

fan, Jane Owens and 

Robin Callahan who 

were also in charge of 

serving a delicious 

lunch at the Sailing 

Center after the races. 

     ñIt was a great day 

for us and we laughed 

and cheered all the way 

during the drive back to 

Gillianôs where we 

sealed our win with a 

bottle of champagne.  A 

big toast to team work.ò 

     The FWSA Champi-

onship Regatta has been 

raced annually since the early 1980ôs.  Teams from FWSA 

member clubs compete at the St. Pete Sailing Center.  This 

year seven teams were entered; two from the Luffing Lassies, 

four representing the Salty Sisters 

of St. Pete and one Windlasses team 

from Dunedin.  All teams devote a 

great deal of time to practice.  In 

fact, as part of their practice the 

winning LL team competed in the 

2010 Sarasota Bay Cup earlier in 

May and placed fifth in the spinna-

ker class. 

     The day after the regatta Gillian 

emailed:  ñI got to inspect the tro-

phy on the way home.  The last 

time the Lassies won this trophy 

was 1999, skippered by Ursula.  

This puts the Lassies on the trophy 

11 times, the Salty Sisters 13 times 

and mixed boats three times.ò 

     Gillian also revealed some racing victory secrets.  ñUrsula 

had her lucky, ancient Austrian rock with her and had lucky 

pelican poo all over her car the day before.  She emailed her 

clan for good omens (yodeling, candle lighting, etc.) and had 

a red fox run across in front of her car coming up my drive-

way in the morning.  So we were off to a good start.ò 

     I think they have already booked the fox for the 2011 

Championship Regatta.  And letôs send a bigger cheering 

section to St. Pete next year to encourage another LL victory. 

    In early May the Florida State Womenôs Sunfish Regatta 

was held at the Melbourne Yacht Club on the Indian River.   

 

Christening Linda Tifanôs Sunfish 

Final Thursday Race of 2009-2010 Season 

(Continued page 4) 
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LL Sunfish Captain Dottie 

Schell placed 5th; Loretta Gar-

ber 6th and Captain Lisa 7th.  

Well done.  Next year the an-

nual event will be raced on 

Lake Monroe near Sanford, 

Florida. 

    As the LL season winds 

down with the annual party 

(Bridget Smithôs house, May 

27th) we need to acknowledge 

our race committee that comes 

out every Thursday and makes 

our races challenging and fun.  

Suzanne Koehnleinôs participa-

tion is constant and much ap-

preciated.  Frank Girardin is at 

the helm of the chase boat/

safety boat every week.  Willy Dodds is always right there on 

the race committee boat or in a safety boat.  (Willy has also 

transformed some scruffy old Sunfish into shiny LL rental 

boats.)  Carroll Dzina, John 

Shuck, Jacques Brisson, 

Marilyn Watkins and Irene 

Miracle are reliable and knowl-

edgeable.  Thanks to all of the 

above and the LLôs who came 

aboard the RC boat or drove a 

safety boat when help was 

needed. 

     Just because the racing sea-

son is over does not mean we 

wonôt be sailing.  Summer ñfun 

sailsò are an annual tradition 

and yes, fun.  We can sail up to 

Ringlingôs Ca dôZan or around 

Bird Key or over to OôLearyôs.  

Maybe not always on a Thurs-

day.  Watch for emails from 

Dottie or others who live here year óround.  So cômon out and 

sail.  And look for Linda Tiffan on her new Sunfish, appro-

priately named ñSassy.ò 

DONôT SELL 
YOUR 
BOATé 

 

GIVE IT TO 
THE KIDS!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sarasota Youth Sailing Program needs donations! 

 

Pay NO SALES TAX on boats  

purchased from the SYSP!  

Call for updated list ñnew boats come in regularly.  

 

Boats can be seen at the Sarasota Sailing Squadron, City Island, 

1515 Ken Thompson Parkway, Sarasota, FL  

Phone 941-504-4236 

 

SYSP is a 501c(3) Non-Profit Corporation 

P.O. Box 2706  

Sarasota, FL 34230 

  
  

MISSION STATEMENTMISSION STATEMENT   

  
  

 

The Sarasota Sailing Squadron is a club organized to 
encourage the sport of sailing, to promote the science 
of seamanship and navigation, to sponsor cruises, 
races and instruction classes for adults and children, 
and to foster a spirit of good fellowship, courtesy and 
sportsmanship; and to provide entertainment and re-
freshments for members and their guests. 

The Winners:  Mariella, Ursula, Fran & Gillan 
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FLYING SCOT FLEET 36 NEWS  
Submitted by:  Bob Twinem  

Fleet 36 Flying Scot 

News 

 

Mother Nature added one 

more insult to injury as 

our final race of the fall/

winter season was blown 

out with too much wind 

and no races. Although 

the weather was not good 

for racing it was perfect 

for our pot luck dinner 

and awards presentations. 

The spread of food was 

plentiful and very tasty. It 

was fun to recapture tales 

of the past season one 

more time before some of 

our sailors spread out for 

points north. With the 

season being abbreviated because of the weather some of the 

stories were recalled from past glories and heroic deeds. 

These brought laughter and enjoyment for all. 

 

Before season awards were handed out we had a brief busi-

ness meeting regarding keeping the ball rolling on prepara-

tions for the Flying Scot midwinter regatta for next March. 

John D is still 

solidifying 

volunteers for 

different as-

pects of the 

regatta. The 

most pressing 

need is coordi-

nating the 

sponsorships 

for the regatta 

as these need 

to be arranged 

well ahead of 

the event. A 

recognition 

award were 

given to the 

Ruks for the 

team that trav-

eled to farthest to get to our races. They ride from Marco Is-

land to be a regular participant in our races. Wow! Secondly, 

two new boats in our fleet were recognized. The Ted and Judy 

Weile and Peter and Robin Wall have joined the fleet with 

enthusiasm and gusto. It has been fun to see the new fleet 

members join in both on the course and in the post race guf-

faw sessions. 

 

As we all know it has 

been a crazy year to try 

and have a racing season. 

But we did persevere and 

had a good season with 

strong participation. Ro-

tating through our fleet 

and each taking turns as a 

Race Committee proved 

to be a success. By taking 

turns we spread the load 

so that no one was burnt 

out on committee work 

and we had a committee 

for all our races. Next 

year we will do more of 

the same. We are fortu-

nate in our fleet to have 

Jim Egan not only is he a great sailor but he paints beautiful 

pictures. Jim painted a beautiful picture for our first place 

trophy. Places 2 through 5 were awarded framed photocopies 

of the painting. (Thanks Marsh & Lainey for your work on 

these) Top 5 places for the season were. 1st Eightball, 2nd 

Sidewalk Express, 3rd Leprechaun, 4th Wind Up Toy, 5th 

Snowbird. The full season results are listed below.   

 

All in all a fun 

season with 

some growth in 

our numbers. 

Now it is time 

for some sum-

mer days, SPF 

50 and some 

rabbit starts. 

Keep an eye 

towards the 

emails for race 

dates. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip of the day:  

If everyone else around you is on the other tack, you are 

probably on the wrong tack. 
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Charlotte remembers Allan Broadribbôs  wife in particular 
because she spoke French and they would enjoy socializing 
after the races.  Jacques became the regular pilot on the com-
mittee boat, Big Ben.  Charlotte entered the race results on the 
computer and did the scoring after each race.  At times she 
would also join Jacques on Big Ben.   

 

In addition to participating on the race committee for the ma-
jor regattas such as the One Design and Sunfish Mid-winter 
races,  Jacques pilots Big Ben for the Luffing Lassies Race  
each Thursday afternoon.  When needed he also serves as the 
race committee officer for the Lassies. 

 

Jacques recalls one rather exciting event which occurred at 
the end of a race. An unusually strong squall line blew across 
the bay at the end of the race.  In an effort to raise the anchor 
to clear the area the anchor rode jumped the sheave and got 
jammed in the block.  As each wave caused a wall of water to 
wash over the cabin, Big Ben began to get swamped and the 
coolers began to float around the cockpit.   In between the 
waves the bow of Big Ben would dip down, which relieved 
the tension on the anchor rode so the line could be freed.   

However none of the race committee 
members aboard could swim and so no 
one was willing to chance going for-
ward to the bow to attempt to free the 
line because the waves might wash 
them overboard.  Jacques had to leave 
the helm and come to the rescue him-
self.  Once he had freed the line as the 
bow dipped down, so the anchor could 
be hauled in, he just hung on while the 
next wave rolled over him.  The irony 
was that Jacques saw the humor of the 
situation and could not refrain from 
laughing to the chagrin of the others on 
board. 

 

Team Brisson continue to windsurf at every opportunity.  
They store their sailboards at the Squadron and windsurf in 
the bay when the weather permits.  They find it unusual, how-
ever,  that in all their years of surfing in the bay they have 
they have met many men and women surfers but they have  
never met another couple who surf together.   

 

Come late April or early May the Brissons return to Canada to 
visit their family and tend their garden.   They leave their 
boards at the Squadron because they no longer wind surf in 
Canada during the summer.  Instead they follow their other 
avocation and resume traveling.  Over the last several years 
they have visited China, South Africa, India, Costa Rica, Rus-
sia, Austria, Greece, Equador, and once took a river cruise 
from Vienna to Amsterdam.  This summer they will visit Tai-
wan. 

 

In the fall they will return to Sarasota and as they put it, 
ñContinue to lead a quiet life and help out wherever we can.ò   
Not bad for a couple who have been a team for fifty one years 
this spring.     

 

### 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get to know your fellow sailors!      

The Team Brisson Story 

 

Jacques and Charlotte Brisson have been active around the 
Sailing Squadron for roughly twenty years.  They moved to 
Florida from Ottawa, Canada in  1990, toured the Gulf Coast 
from St. Petersburg to Naples searching for the right place to 
settle down.  In Sarasota they soon discovered the Sailing 
Squadron, met with Pat Murphy and signed up on the spot. 
ñThis is it, this is where we will stickò they both agreed. 

   

Jacques, who was born and raised in 
Ottawa, attended  Lavel University in 
Quebec.  He and Charlotte were mar-
ried soon after he graduated.  Charlotte, 
who was born in French speaking Que-
bec, didnôt begin to speak English as a 
primary language until after they were 
married.  

 

 In 1959 Jacques joined the Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force.  He was responsible 
for the functionality of the fire control 
systems on board fighter aircraft and 
missiles.  His unit was assigned to a 
USAF missile squadron based in Can-
ada but manned by Canadians, and he received  some of his 
training at Eglin Air Force Base located near Pensacola,  
Florida.    In 1964 the Brissonôs returned to Ottawa to begin 
raising their family. 

 

Charlotte, who had been an accountant for a housing corpora-
tion before their marriage now became a mother and home-
maker raising three children: two sons and a daughter, all 
bilingual.  Before retiring, Jacques was a Senior Economic  
Advisor on Sustainable Economic Development with the 
Canadian Department of the Environment.     

  

For many years they enjoyed water skiing on the Rideau 
River in Ottawa.  When they could no longer depend on ob-
servers to accompany them on their ski boat they took up 
windsurfing as an alternative.  Team Brisson were also avid 
bicyclists, hikers, and tennis players. 

 

Once in Florida they wasted no time in becoming  involved in 
the Sailing Squadron Racing Program.  They recall some of 
the race committee members at that time: Bill Brandenburg, 
Alan Baker, Allan Broadribb and Sandy Saunders and later 
on Peter Robinson.  ñThey were all highly qualified race 
committee officers and a joy to work withò Jacques recalled.  

By:  V
aile Scott 

Team Brisson ñJacques & Charlotteò 
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 Social NewsSocial News  

If you would like to volunteer to help out with any event, please email  

social_coordinator@sarasotasailingsquadron.org 

 

 

 

June 19thðFIRST ANNUAL WHAT IS THAT?! SAIL CHALLENGEð$5 ENTRY FEE, 100% 

OF PROCEEDS GO TO THE CORINTHIAN FUND.   

¶ Make, launch and ride in the most creative sailing vessel you can build.   

¶ Separate kids & adults races.   

¶ No power (rubber bands, motors, pets, etc)...youôll need to sail it! 

¶ No pre-made hulls. 

 

 

YSP BOARD MEMBER NEEDED!  

 

Volunteer Director needed for YSP Board:  The SSS Board of Directors is seeking suitable volun-
teers to serve in a liaison position and to become a Board Member on the Youth Sailing Program's 
Board of Directors.  The YSP Board holds once monthly meetings which must be attended and 
you will be required to report on those proceedings to the SSS Board of Directors, monthly, at our 
regularly scheduled Board meetings. If interested, please submit your name and phone number to 
the Manager, and you will be notified of the next steps in the process.  As always, we thank our 
volunteers for participating in this process.  Any questions, please call the office. 

Message from the Manager  
 

Hello Sailors,  

  We're about a month away from the start of 

hurricane season, so it's time to take a look at our 

boats and equipment and make sure everything is 

securely fastened and locked down.  This is espe-

cially important for seasonal members preparing to 

leave for the summer.  We have had a couple of 

thefts recently, and I would caution you to keep your 

boats, trailers and equipment secure.  We have lock-

ers available for your small accessories so they do 

not remain in the open.  As long as the office is 

open, we can hold spare keys etc. for your safety. We 

are addressing these thefts with the police depart-

ment, installing additional lighting, and working on 

other security measures.  As you know, one of the 

most effective deterrents to theft is keeping vigilant, 

watching out for your neighbor, and reporting any-

thing suspicious to the office.  We are putting the 

front gate back on the timer so it will close in the 

evening automatically. Until the new timer is in-

stalled, I will be closing the gate when the office 

closes, and since all members have the access code, 

this should not be a problem.  As has been tradition 

at the club, the last member out shuts the lights, and 

locks the sliders. If we work together we can "nip this 

in the bud " as the saying goes, and get on with more 

important things like sailing!  

 The pontoon boat is going to be decommis-

sioned as it is no longer seaworthy.  A committee has 

been formed, at the direction of the Board to look 

into a replacement boat, review the needs of the club 

and condition of the power boats.   

 Since we're now 6 months into the year, we 

have discontinued sending the Burgee to members 

that have not paid their membership dues for 2010.  

This does not include members paying on install-

ment.  

 That's all for now, so as summer approaches, 

use sunscreen, drink plenty of water, and bring mos-

quito repellant for the evening hours.    

As Always, Happy and Safe Sailing!!!  

Nancy     
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2nd Annual River Regatta, Regatta 
Pointe Marina, Palmetto Florida, June 19 
 

Regatta Pointe Marina is hosting the 2nd Annual ñRiver 
Regattaò sailboat race which will take place on June 19th, 
2010.  The event is part of ñSummer Sailstice 2010ò, the 
global holiday celebrating sailing held annually close to 
summer solstice, the longest sailing day of the year.   

 

Course will be on the Manatee River and will be visible to 
spectators.  The race will be a pursuit race with starting 
times based on handicap rating. 

 

Participating vessels have the option for free dockage for 
Friday and Saturday evenings, along with access to all Re-
gatta Pointe Marina amenities including pool, showers, and 
laundry.  Hotels and other lodging options are available 
nearby.   

 

More details and NOR at www.RegattaPointeMarina.com 
or call 941-306-7776. 

RACE COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 

Contact Rich Muro (rich@testrack.com)  

for Friday nights  

 

Contact Bob Miller 
(race_captain@sarasotasailingsquad.org)  

for Sundays 

 

At the Starting Lineé.. 
By Bob Miller, SSS Race Captain 
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FOR SAILBOAT RACERS:  
GPS MARKS USED FOR RACING BY 

THE SSS  


